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Promoting Responsible Tourism for Heritage Protection and Sustainable Development

Newsletter December 2021

The project aims to improve the capacity of local development
actors to promote and manage responsible tourism as a Co-funded by
resource for protecting cultural heritage, thus contributing to the: Europesn Uion

SUSTAINABLE TOURISM AND employment generation and sustainable development.
HERITAGE PROTECTION

P4L-EC-Iran Responsible Tourism Newsletter - December 2021

This newsletter is part of the “Promoting Responsible Tourism for Heritage Protection and
Sustainable Development” project co-funded by DEVCO (European Commission
Directorate-General for International Cooperation and Development) with a view to
supporting local development and expanding economic opportunities in the Islamic
Republic of Iran. Through the newsletter, the implementing Consortium partners share
news, events, and activities related to project activities, tourism, and cultural heritage in
the Islamic Republic of Iran and news of interest from across the world.

The theme of the month
Developing the Tour Packages and Participated Responsible Tourism Strategies

Plan for the land Society workshops on “Introduction to responsible tourism and
Designing and Planning Tourism Itineraries, responsible tourism for incoming tours”
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On 27th November 2021, Plan for the land Society held the “Introduction to responsible tourism
and Designing and Planning Tourism lItineraries, responsible tourism for incoming tours”
workshop, hosted by Bandar Khamir Municipality’s conference hall of the city, with the support of
Iran Sebt Tour Agency and Naghsh Afarinesh Tourism Training Institute for tourism stakeholders
in Hormozgan province. Due to travel restrictions and the prevalence of Covid-19, this workshop
was held online.
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Plan for the land Society workshop on “Introduction to responsible tourism and Desig;
and Planning Tourism Itineraries, responsible tourism for incoming tours”

On 6th December 2021, Plan for the land Society held “Introduction to responsible
tourism and Designing and Planning Tourism ltineraries, responsible tourism for
incoming tours” workshop with the support of Iran Sebt Tour Agency and Bushehr
Province Tourist Guides Association for tourism activists in Hormozgan province, hosted
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by in the conference hall of the Cultural Heritage, Tourism and Handicrafts Department
at Bushehr Province. Due to travel restrictions and the prevalence of Covid-19, this
workshop was held online at the same time.
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Plan for the land Society is Developing Tour Packages and Participated Responsible
Tourism Strategies at Hormozgan Province

Plan for the land Society is developing tour packages and is participating in responsible
tourism strategies. This activity is carried out by observing production processes;
studying historical, geographical, social-cultural, and natural characteristics of the
territory; and interviewing local people in order to develop itinerary packages. The tourist
route includes Qeshm, Hengam, and Hormoz islands as well as the cities of Minab,
Bandar Abbas, Bandar Khamir, Bandar Kong, Kish Island, and Parsian. There are many
historical monuments and natural tourist attractions in this province, which are less
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known. These attractions include watching dolphins, watching rituals and getting
acquainted with sailing on wooden hand-made boats, watching geological attractions
such as Star Valley, Chahkuh Strait, Seven Wonders Qeshm, salt cave, rainbow valley
on Hormoz Island, Hormozgan International Wetland, including Tiab and Khur-e-Khuran
wetlands, beautiful beaches of Parsian region, acquaintance with the underground city of
Kariz and the historical city of Harireh and also the natives of Kish Island by walking in
the historical village Safin and Baghu and the exhibition of Kish Anthropological Museum
and etc.
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Plan for the land Society visiting different groups of women in the field of
handicrafts in Hormozgan Province

The role of women in the development of sustainable tourism cannot be ignored. Women
can play an important role in development of rural and sustainable tourism by
participating in the production of food and handicrafts. Plan for the land Society has
always been trying to help improve local tourism and women's participation from the
villages of Hormozgan province in preserving and reviving valuable handicrafts. During
this trip, P4L has travelled to Soheili villages of Qeshm Island, Bahmani village of Minab
city, and the house of indigenous women of Kish Island in order to produce content for
the activities. Women from these villages work mainly in the field of handicraft production
such as traditional sewing types like burga, needle embroidery, Golabatoon Duzi/doozi,
Khoos Duzi/doozi, Shak-weaving, Zaribafi, mat weaving with native plants of Persian
Gulf (Sondbafi), Badele duzi and etc. Hormozgan handicrafts is one of the industries that
have more local consumption, such as Khoos Duzi/doozi. This art includes sewing thin
ribbons of Khoos or Nagadeh on fine woven lace fabrics that can be counted and in
geometric, curved, bead, Islamic and long base brick designs. The burga is a veil that is
common among women in the Persian Gulf, especially in Hormozgan province.
Golabatoon, with a more than two-thousand-year-old history, is a kind of traditional
embroidery of Hormozgan. The World Crafts Council has recorded Hormozgan as a
center of Golabatoon, due to its unique and unmatched products. The products of
Hormozgan handicrafts are mostly created for local purposes. Khos Duzi, a kind of
embroidery, is one of them. Khos Duzi consists of sewing thin strips of Khos or Nagdeh
on fine and delicate lace fabrics. Badele duzi is one of the traditional embroideries of Iran
and the field of handicrafts of Hormozgan province. Mat weaving is one of the
handicrafts, it is woven in different ways in different regions of Iran and in the world using
different plants. It's several thousand years old and it's used in these provinces due to
the abundance of dates.
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Plan for the land Society is Developing Tour Packages and Participated Responsible
Tourism Strategies at Bushehr Province

Bushehr province is also a target province where Plan for the land Society has
introduced tour packages, in line with this project and its goals in developing and
participating in responsible tourism strategies. Bushehr province, with its cultural and
natural opportunities, is unknown to tourists. For this reason, the tourism infrastructure
still needs further development. However, in recent years, very good actions have been
taken by local interested people. Therefore, P4AL has visited and examined historical,
geographical, socio-cultural and natural features and interviewed various groups of local
people to develop travel plans. Places such as Assaluyeh, Kangan, Siraf, Dayyer,
Borazjan, Dashtestan and Bushehr were visited. There are many historical monuments
and natural tourist attractions in this province, some of which were visited during this trip,
including Nayband National Marine Park in Assaluyeh city, Jashak salt cave, Dayyer
Nakhiloo National Park to watch the Humpback dolphin in Dayyer and Bandar Siraf.
Museums, mansions, castles and old caravanserais including Mushir Al-Molk
Caravanserai (Borazjan Fortress) and Dehdashti Mansion (Bushehr oil mansion). The
historical context of Bushehr city and the famous houses of this city should be
mentioned. Bushehr province represents a great opportunity for experiential tourism.
Siraf port is one of the ancient cities of southern Iran. The port of Siraf is part of the "Silk
Road" from Ceylon, India and China to Zanzibar in Africa and the ports of the European
Red Sea, also called the "Spice Road". Dehdashti Edifice of Bushehr is one of the most
beautiful and noble old houses of Bushehr. Bushehr historical areas, mansions and
residential buildings have unique features which are impossible to find out in other parts
of the country. This style of architecture is famous as "Beit Milani". Borazjan Fortress
(the Moshir-ol-Molk Carvanserai), Dehdashti Edifice (Oil Edifice of Bushehr).
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An Exciting Experience: The Baboo Boom Visited by Plan for the Land Society Team

Wooden boats - so-called Lenj - are one of the oldest indigenous handicrafts in southern
Iran. After the discovery of Sassanid period antiquities in the territory of present-day
Mongolia and the discovery of Parthian and Sassanid ports, we can consider the
seafaring of Iran much older. Traditional Skills of Building and Sailing Iranian Lenj Boats
in the Persian Gulf were inscribed as the eighth Iranian Intangible Heritage in 2011.
Residents of the north coast of the Persian Gulf used these hand-built wooden boats for
sea voyages, trade, fishing, and pearl fishing. In the past, they sailed and traded in
Mumbai, Basra, and East Africa, and Tanzania. The industry has a rich cultural
background. The songs of boatmen at work can be considered the intangible heritage of
this industry. Old Lenj is made of moisture-resistant wood, the trunks of local trees such
as plum, melon, sage, non-local tree trunks such as mulberry and sycamore, as well as a
type of high-quality Indian wood called "sai" which is used for the hull. In the past,
Bandar Kong, Bandar Lengeh, and the historic port of Laft (on Qeshm Island) have been
the major centres of lanyard construction. The shutters are closed, and water is allowed
to penetrate into them.
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An Exciting Experience: Traditional Persian Instruments by Plan for the Land
Society Team

Iran has hundreds of traditional instruments, mostly string, and percussion instruments.
Most of them have spread to the whole region under the Persian Empires, up to Europe
and Asia thanks to the Silk Road merchants. There are different types of Dahl
percussion instruments in the southern regions of Iran. Some researchers have
examined the reliefs of the Bostan arch by observing images of the nihanban playing.
The reliefs show that this instrument dates back to the Sassanid period. Therefore, it is
possible that it was exported to other countries for the first time from the Persian Gulf in
Iran. Nihanban has been registered in the list of national monuments of Iran. During this
trip to Bushehr and Hormozgan provinces, Plan for the Land society’s team also planned
programs for the musicians of the south of the country to perform live music. They
played instruments such as oud, reed, dammam, etc and beautiful traditional music of
southern Iran.
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Food tourism, an Attractive part of the trip in two southern provinces in Iran

Today, food tourism activities can introduce tourists to the culture of different regions.
The various tours that will be held in this field will give tourists a lot of information about
local and indigenous food. Food is an important element in the selection and prosperity
of tourist destinations, this is why many travel destinations try to develop their food
attractions. Since indigenous food reflects the geography and history of the people of a
country, it represents a way to promote culture. Due to the ethnic and climatic diversity in
Iran, which relies on cultural, historical, and environmental richness, food diversity is very
vast in our country. Therefore, holding festivals about local food, in addition to preserving
cultural heritage, promotes cultural cohesion and social unity among groups and
ethnicities. For this purpose, Plan for the Land Society’s team has organised a trip to
Bushehr and Hormozgan provinces to better know the local food of each region,
including fish, Ghalieh Mahi, Machboos, sharks, oysters, a variety of local bread, halva,
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Ranginak, hot southern drinks such as Karak tea, They experienced Arabic coffee, etc.
to introduce this delicious local food of the southern region of Iran. It should be noted that
the skill of cooking “Goboli Polo” food has been registered in the National List of
Intangible Cultural Heritage of Hormozgan Province. Moreover, the skill of cooking fish
roe, one of the local dishes of Bushehr, has been registered in the list of national
monuments.
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THEME OF THE MONTH

“Developing a Responsible Tourism Offer: Designing and Planning Tourism
Itineraries”

Condolences of Marefat Pardis Toos CEO over the Loss of Dr. Massimo Marino

Having learned with great sadness of the tragic loss of Dr. Massimo Marino on August
23, 1 would like to express my heartfelt condolences to his family and colleagues on
behalf of Marefat Pardis Toos (MPT) and on my own behalf. He was gentle, professional
and supportive and we have good memories from the beginning of his cooperation with
our project. We have lost a great asset of this project and we will stand together to follow
his way.
We would like to extend our heartfelt solidarity with his family. We pray especially for the
repose of the deceased and the consolation of all those who grieve the loss of such a
great person. May he rest in peace.
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MPT Meeting with Iran Sebt Tour Operator

On 18th September 2021, at the office of Iran Sebt Tour operator in Tehran a meeting
was held between Marefat Pardis Toos and Iran Sebt Tour operator. The participants
included:

e Marefat Pardis Toos CEO, Dr. Hossein Kashiri;
e Maredat Pardis Toos Project Officer, Toktam Abtahi;
e Iran Sebt Tour Operator, Dr. Ahmad Sebt; Dr. Luciana Manzi;

Developing tour packages, participated responsible tourism strategies and ongoing
activities implementation were discussed. The details of the itinerary of Golestan were
reported and pros and cons were discussed thoroughly in order to improve the quality
and quantity of the next activities.
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MPT Meeting with NECOS and Iran Sebt Tour Operator

On 19th September 2021, at the office of Sebt Tour Agency in Tehran a meeting was
held amongst Italian and Iranian partners. The participants included:

e NECOS President, Dr. Vrinda Dar;

e Marefat Pardis Toos CEO, Dr. Hossein Kashiri;

e Maredat Pardis Toos Project Officer, Toktam Abtahi;

e Sebt Tour Agency, Dr. Ahmad Sebt and Dr. Luciana Manzi;
e In this meeting we talked about the following topics:

Developing tour packages, participated responsible tourism strategies and ongoing
activities, number of days of activity, time to start and end the trip, target community and
their needs, content, remaining Activities and order of implementation, etc. The details of
the Golestan travel plan were reported and the pros and cons were fully discussed in
order to improve the quantity and quality of the next activities. Regarding completing the
itinerary of Golestan, designing and planning tourism itineraries for Khorasan was
finalized and will be done in October 2021.
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Successful Attendance of Iran in Rimini International Exhibition

The Rimini International Tourism Exhibition was held from 10 to 15 of October in Rimini,
Italy. It was well received by top countries in the field of tourism.
Iran representatives in this exhibition were Marefat Pardis Toos Institute and Iran Sebt
TourOperator. They introduced the target provinces in the “Promoting Responsible
Tourism for Heritage Protection and Sustainable Development" Project. Iran’s booth was
widely visited by lItalian tourists and other European countries. Those interested in Iran’s
touristic attractions received brochures, catalogues, photos, etc.
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Visiting Qanats World City

Gonabad is a city in Razavi Khorasan Province, Iran. It is mostly well known because of
the Gonabadi Dervishes and for its gqanats or kareez. Agricultural products include:
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Saffron, Grape, Pistachio and pomegranate. Some of the historical sites, ancient artifacts
and tourism are Qanats of Gonabad, Zibad Castle, Jameh Mosque of Gonabad and
Anthropological Museum. As a symbol of civilization, tradition and culture in desert
regions with arid climate and an outstanding example of using architectural complicated
systems in Iran, ganat is a tunnel-like channel underground which collects water from a
main water source named "mother well" in order to conduct water along tunnels. There
are Eleven Persian Qanats which are located in six provinces and have been registered
as the twentieth cultural heritage of Iran.
One of the world's oldest and largest networks of ganats (underground aqueducts) is the
Qanats of Ghasabeh. Qasabeh Qanat in Gonabad is the oldest and deepest Qanat in
Iran. It is also called Kariz Kai Khosrow due to its link to the legendary king of Iran Kay
Khosrow. The complex contains 427 water wells with a total length of 33,113 metres and
was built by the Achaemenid Empire between 700 and 500 BCE. In 2007, the site was
added to UNESCO's list of tentative World Heritage Sites, then in 2016, it was officially
inscribed as "The Persian Qanat collectively with several other ganats.
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Saffron, the Red Gold of Iran

Saffron is the world’s most expensive spice that has one of the main widespread trade
markets globally. Iran is the largest producer of saffron worldwide and its exporting
makes great profits. One of the cities of Khorasan Razavi province that plays an
important role in this regard is Torbat-e Heydarieh. Designing the responsible tourism
itinerary package, Marefat Pardis Toos and Iran sebt Tour operator team visited saffron
farms as well as the National Saffron Research Institute while continuing their trip in this
province. During their visit, the group got acquainted with scientific studies on different
species of saffron, its optimization, the cultivation process and harvest of this expensive
and valuable spice by visiting saffron farms.
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A Thousand Years of Nashtifans' Windmills

Nashtifan windmills are ancient monuments of the Safavid Dynasty that are still in use
today. When the strong monsoon season starts in the area, the vigorous typhoon stings
and destroys everything on its way. The presence of 120-day winds has created special
opportunities for these mills, though. The downhill in Nashtifan built wonderful Asbads to
use the power of the wind. Locally known as Asbad, the Nashtifan Windmill Complex is
one of the most primitive windmills globally. Nashtifan consists of two words, Nish and
Tifai, meaning storm. Mrefat Pardis toos and Iran sebt Tour Operator visited these
windmills and spoke to the natives of the region to produce the content for the tourism
itinerary package.
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Visiting Imam Reza's Holy Shrine

Due to the presence of Imam Reza, the eighth Imam of Shias, Mashhad is the
destination of many pilgrims and more than four million pilgrims visiting the shrine each
year. The Imam Reza shrine is a complex containing the mausoleum of Imam Reza.
Within the complex there are the Goharshad Mosque, a museum, the Razavi University

) R

S = ’ {f’%'%‘:’j\ ’ ‘ /\
A ‘ ibaca el § 7/23@;0( (@ ‘)é

ot e batne - PR .
Atlantide "(Jﬁ?’ NECOS PLANG el AND

O



https://www.sustainabletourismiran.eu/a-thousand-years-of-nashtifans-windmills/

\ &= S @, E’%ﬁ
\EKQJ%W%WMW@ =
R

of Islamic Sciences, a library, four seminaries, a cemetery, a dining hall for pilgrims, vast
prayer halls, and other buildings. Marefat Pardis Toos and Iran Sebt Tour Operator
visited the shrine and the museums, and met the authorities and the head of the foreign
pilgrims.
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Visiting Neyshabur Turquoise Mine

Since ancient times, Persian turquoise has been well known in the world. Located in the
central part of Firoozeh city (city of Turquoise), Neyshabur Turquoise Mine is one of the
oldest mines in the world. Explosive method is used in its extraction. Firoozeh city has a
great soil quality which makes its turquoise stone one of the best in the world.
Developing a Responsible Tourism Offer, the group visited the mine and its extraction
stages and talked to the mine authorities. The pictures of this visit are as follows. The
group also visited the city.
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Visiting Farooj, The Capital of Nuts in Iran

Nuts are one of the most delicious and popular snacks among the people. Though no
city in Iran can be found that does not sell nuts, there are certain cities that have famous
nuts. One of them is Farooj. Marefat Pardis Toos Team traveled to Farooj, celebrated as
the capital of nuts and dried fruits of Iran. The city is located in the northeast of Iran on
an international road and is bordered by Turkmenistan. From the beginning to the end of
the main street, the city has its nut shops with delicious snacks. Nuts and snacks are a
souvenir of this city. We exchanged views and talked to the owners of the shops.
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Visiting the Radkan Historic Tower

Radkan tower or Mil-e Radkan is a tower and a historical building which is located 74 km
north of Mashhad. This tower belongs to the seventh century. Designed by Nasir ad-Din
al-Tusi, it helped residents determine the beginning of the four seasons, leap years and
Nowruz.

Marefat Pardis Toos and Iran Sebt Tour Operator spent the night in one of Radkan eco
lodges and had local cuisine. Mr. Kazemian explained the history of his eco-lodge. The
next morning, the team visited the tower and the historic area of Radkan.

IS Al 7 0 Sl

Lsi e g ) Lol 22l @l 5 agie Jladi 5 sl slS VY abiald 5o aS il (A0 U 6l 5 dae S O (A i g e
SIS lan 5138 1y 5 3358l (ISl e 53 1 ol 43 sinsn (5 Sk S im0 & il (5 pnh s (8 4
O (55 .2k el yab (laalalS T L (S0 (A i adlaie 5 5 Col 3200k Gl r 2 D) a2 o sy

2330 5 o&al) Gyl st aala) D3 3 5a3 Gl 1) (lan i 353 (53 8a 50 o8B Andy )l G gemd 2 Slapia s

Cal b-\A].

: i en, 0)
' . ilog FLEPN 2
A & ibaca I é%@ @g) e/
Atlantide Yoy vwos B NG dND

O Sl St g o


https://www.sustainabletourismiran.eu/visiting-farooj-the-capital-of-nuts-in-iran/

B S D,

o

1B w425 el

Experience of Shish Kebab as a Brand of Shandiz City

Following the responsible tourist trip and designing the itinerary package, the project
group traveled to
Shandiz city and visited one of the restaurants of this city and became familiar with the
cooking method and preparation of this food brand. In this enjoyable experience, the
steps of preparing Shish Kebab (Shishlik) Shandiz were explained by the restaurant
managers from preparing the meat to the final cooking stage.
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Meeting with TCHH of Khorasan Razavi Province

On November 03, 2021, Marefat pardis Toos had a meeting with the Director General of
Cultural Heritage, Tourism and Handicrafts of Khorasan Razavi at the Great Museum of
Khorasan.

Dr. Hossein Kashiri talked about the marefat pardis Toos activities in Khorasan Razavi
and thanked them for the coordination. After that, Dr. Sebt Hosseini spoke about the
tourism potential of the province and the willingness of Italian tourists to travel to this
province. Mr. Mousavi, the Director General of Cultural Heritage, Tourism and
Handicrafts of Khorasan Razavi, appreciated the implemented activities and said they
are willing and eager to cooperate on the project activities. The meeting ended by giving
gifts and taking photos.
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Marefat Pardis Toos Workshop “Developing a Responsible Tourism Offer:
Designing and Planning Tourism Itineraries”

Marefat Pardis Toos held “Developing a Responsible Tourism Offer: Designing and
Planning Tourism lItineraries” workshop on 03 November 2021 at Great Museum of
Khorasan in Mashhad, Khorasan Razavi province. Twenty participants including local
authorities, tour guides, tour and travel agencies, accommodation managers and officials
of tourism-related institutions will attend this event which will be organized as part of the
DEVCO co-funded “Promoting Responsible Tourism for Sustainable Heritage Protection”
project and aimed to raise awareness.
Dr Kashri talked about the itinerary package of Khorasan. Due to Khorasan's great
potential to promote, this itinerary aimed to introduce it from a different perspective. In
this workshop, Dr. Ahmad Sebt Hosseini gave a presentation on developing tour
packages and participated in responsible tourism strategies. He will talk about identifying
resources and considering local culture and local communities. It was mentioned that
improving responsible tourism will lead to creating more job opportunities and improving
the life quality of local people. He talked about the experience of Golestan and what was
implemented in Khorasan. He talked about zero kilometers. Tourists want to know the
local society and know about their customs, food, etc.
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Partners Joint Meeting

On November 03, 2021, Marefat pardis Toos Institute and Iran Sebt Tour Operator had a
joint meeting at the end of developing the itinerary package of Khorasan Razavi Province
at the office of Marefat Pardis Toos Institute to summarize the activity and take the
necessary measures afterward. Dr. Hossein Kashiri, CEO of Marefat Pardis Toos
institute referred to the successful implementation of the activity and thanked the effort of
Iran Sebt Tour Operator’s staff. Then, Dr. Sebt Hosseini presented the report of a nine
days trip to the province. The meeting ended by giving gifts and taking photos.
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